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HEALTH.2010.3.2-1: Financing systems' effect on quality of healthcare. (FP7-HEALTH-2010-single-stage)
	Description of research activity and expertise:

Abstract

Health Economy Group of the Riga Stradins University is planning to realize research project “Financing system’s effect on quality of healthcare in different EU countries” in consortium with other EU member states research institutions in area of financing system’s efficiency in healthcare. The project is aimed to verify the correlation between different types of financing systems and quality of different forms of healthcare in all EU member-states and to identify effective financing models in order to improve healthcare quality EU-wide. 

Research will be held in three main stages. During the first research stage it is planned to identify different types of healthcare quality key performance indicators (KPIs) and to define the more appropriate set of indicators, which characterizes quality of health care in more precise way. In the second research stage it is planned to analyze financing systems in EU countries in order to identify the different types of health care financing approaches. As the final (third) research stage it is planned to research on regularity and effect of particular financing system on health care quality indicators. As a result of research there will be analysis of more efficient financing system with positive effect on health care quality. 

To realize research activities partners from EU countries are welcomed to fulfil research objective, taking responsibility for realizing some of research project work packages. The following activities are to be conducted:

· Study on healthcare financing systems in EU countries

· Study on healthcare quality effecting factors

· Study on healthcare quality KPIs, definition of KPI population/system

· Empirical study on the correlation between financing systems and quality KPIs in EU countries

Partners are expected to conduct mentioned studies in their local countries according to agreed methodology, provide correspondent reports and participate in discussions on the topic (estimated project implementation period – 3 years).
Partnership requirements:

· Research institution (university, research centre, institute etc.)

· Expertise in healthcare quality research (national, healthcare-service level), incl. KPI systems

· Expertise in healthcare financing systems

· Proficiency in English 
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