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	CONTACT DETAILS


	Research organisation /

Enterprise
	Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation
	
	Researcher /

Contact person
	Grant Administrator

	Organisation Name 
	Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation
	
	Name / Surname
	Fosseus, Karen

	Department
	Faculty of Health Sciences
	
	Gender 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
M                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 F


	Address

City

Country
	Anzio Rd, Observatory, 7925

Cape Town

South Africa
	
	Telephone 
Fax
	27 (0)21 650 6970

27 (0)21 650 6963



	www address
	www.desmondtutuhivfoundation.org.za
	
	E-mail
	Karen.fosseus@hiv-research.org.za


	ORGANISATION TYPE

	

	Research organisation type
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Organisation

  FORMCHECKBOX 
Company

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other  
	Is your company a Small and Medium Sized Enterprise ( SME* )?

Number of employees:


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES                          FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO 

150

	

	Description of research activity:

The Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation, a registered non-profit research and community based organization, was established under the leadership of Professor Robin Wood and Associate Professor Linda-Gail Bekker, in January 2004. The Foundation had its beginnings as the HIV Research Unit based at the New Somerset Hospital in the early 1990’s and was well known as one of the first public clinics to offer antiretroviral therapy to those living with HIV.
The Foundation is based at the Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine and affiliated to the University of Cape Town. Situated in Cape Town and working in some of the poorest communities in Cape Town hardest hit by HIV and tuberculosis, the Foundation fuses a unique combination of academic expertise and social activism. The DTHF is involved in a number of initiatives, some of which include the provision of antiretroviral therapy, studies into adherence strategies and adherence research, the training and equipping of health care professionals, preparing communities for HIV vaccine clinical trials (NIH and HVTN protocols) and providing adolescent HIV prevention (EDCTP protocol). The Foundation has always had a strong commitment to service delivery and community development but maintains an imperative to underscore this with evaluation and relevant research with the ultimate aim to impact policy.

The Foundation has become a source of advice for medical practitioners and support for patients seeking therapy with its experienced and dedicated team of over 150 doctors, nurses, researchers and community trained field workers, all working together to provide a holistic approach to the HIV epidemic.


	Former participation in an FP European project?

Project title / Acronym:

Activities performed:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES         FORMCHECKBOX 
NO
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	EXPERTISE/COMMITMENT OFFERED


	Keywords specifying the expertise:
	HIV, Human Immune-deficiency Virus, TB, Tuberculosis

	
	

	Description of the expertise:
	The Chief Executive Officer of the DTHF, Prof Robin Wood, is a scientific leader in HIV treatment and infectious disease research. He has been a technical advisor to the WHO, protocol chair and protocol development committee member for the ACTG, CIPRA, CPCRA, IEDEA and INSIGHT networks of the NIH.  He has authored or co-authored 8 book chapters, has published 160 scientific papers in peer-reviewed journals, is a member of the editorial boards of the South African Journal of Epidemiology & Infection and the South African Journal of HIV Medicine, and is a scientific reviewer for 25 prominent national and international peer-reviewed journals. He has been a member of Scientific Advisory Board for the IAS Pathogenesis and Treatment Conference (Rio de Janeiro, 2006) and member of the Scientific Advisory Boards for International AIDS Conferences (Geneva 1998, Durban 2000 and Barcelona 2002). He has led the development of a number of South African national guidelines regarding the use of antiretrovirals, including adult treatment and occupational and non-occupational post-exposure prophylaxis (2002, 2003). Robin Wood is a visiting scientist at Harvard Medical School and collaborates with a number of internationally renowned scientists and researchers around the world. He serves on the scientific advisory boards for major pharmaceutical companies including Tibotech, Boehringer Ingelheim, Pfizer, and Glaxo Smith Klein. Locally he is technical advisor on antiretroval therapy and HIV management to the Anglo American Gold Fields of South Africa, Daimler Benz, and Catholic Bishops Antiretroviral therapy programs. He is a recognized expert witness on HIV related matters and has acted on several occasions as medical advisor and expert witness to the Treatment Action Campaign including actions in the Constitutional Court and Competitions Tribunal. He is overall PI of the Cape Town Clinical Trials Unit and Site Leader for the Desmond Tutu HIV Centre (DTHC) Clinical Research Site; he chairs the Cape Town CTU Management Committee and has overall responsibility for all aspects of CTU operations. He is PI to a number of other local research projects within the DTHC.

The Chief Operating Officer, Ass Prof. Linda-Gail Bekker, completed her specialist training in Cape Town in 1993 and then entered a PhD program in the dept of Microbiology and Medicine working both at UCT and the Rockefeller University. Her PhD dissertation explored the host response to tuberculosis. This was completed in 2000 and her thesis was awarded the Bronte award for best doctoral thesis. Linda-Gail Bekker has gone on to establish a significant research program especially in tuberculosis and HIV interaction and HIV prevention strategies. She is internationally renowned for her work in the research and feasibility of involving adolescents in prevention research. She has been instrumental in the DTHF in expanding the research portfolio to include prevention research, training and youth related work.

The DTHF has established a staffing base of exceptional and dedicated people, with currently more than 5 co-investigators. Dr Catherine Orrell, Jennifer Pitt and Keren Middelkoop are published researchers and experts in the field of HIV and TB. Dr’s Surita Roux, Richard Kaplan and Nienke van Schaik co-ordinate clinical trials at three satellite clinics within the local community.

	
	

	Commitment offered
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research             FORMCHECKBOX 
 Demonstration       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Training 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology          FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dissemination        FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other: 

 


	Interested in participation in Project types
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Large-scale 
     integrating 
     collaborative project
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small or medium-
     scale focused     research collaborative project
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted 
     to SMEs
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Marie Curie Actions, ERA-NET…): 



	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Coordination and    
     Support Action
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Network of 
     Excellence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research for 
     the benefit 
     of  SMEs
	

	Work Programme Call reference

	HEALTH.2010.2.3.2-2; HEALTH.2010.3.4-1; HEALTH.2010.3.4-3; HEALTH.2010.3.4-6



	Main Research Topics : 
The Foundation’s activities are divided into five key areas:





Treatment of HIV





Prevention of HIV





Adolescent sexual health and HIV prevention





Tuberculosis





Other opportunistic infections





Training involves HIV education to:





Health care professionals





Lay health care workers





Community


	EXPECTATIONS


	Term commitment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Short (< 1 year)             FORMCHECKBOX 
  Medium (1 to 3 years)             FORMCHECKBOX 
   Long (more than 3 years)



	
	

	Expected results for your organisation:
	Collaboration with other researchers in the field of HIV will provide the organisation with increased knowledge and skills which will allow us to better serve our communities.
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