1. CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL SREBRNJAK (CHS), ZAGREB, CROATIA
Children's Hospital Srebrnjak (CHS) in Zagreb, Croatia, is one of the most important hospital institutions in the country that has a leading role in development of the strategy, prevention and treatment of respiratory disorders in children with the emphasis on asthma and allergies. CHS was established in 1948. in Zagreb as a specialized hospital offering a complete range of specific programs for children and adolescents suffering from respiratory diseases. Since 2003. it has been recognized and designated as a Reference Centre of Excellency for the treatment of allergies and asthma in children by the Croatian Ministry of Health. Recently, CHS has become one of the GA2LEN collaborative centres of excellence.
2. EXPERTISE
CHS serves the needs of children from birth to 18 years of age (54.000 visits/year), the needs of 65% of children from city of Zagreb (Croatian capital) and children from other regions of Croatia as well as countries in the region, mostly from Bosnia and Herzegovina. The latter activity is supported by the Bosnian health authorities.

According to the European and international standards for delivery of specialized health care, CHS is a highly ranked institution particularly excelling in the following areas of biomedical research and practice: pulmonology, allergology, immunology and bronchology. Currently, hospital is organized through 11 departments and 5 clinics comprising out-patient and in-patient care. Future plans include extension of capacities of existing departments and establishment of new ear-nose-throat (ENT) and cardio-surgery departments.

CHS is engaged in continuous education of physicians in allergic diseases and asthma in Croatia and collaborates with Medical School University of Sarajevo and Paediatric Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina in education of their physicians. Several physicians from CHS chaired workshops at International Respiratory School in Dubrovnik with participants coming from EU and regional countries (Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, and FYR of Macedonia). CHS is the teaching hospital for graduate and postgraduate students of Medical School Universities of Zagreb and Osijek. Along with its main activities CHS provides an intensive range of systematic prevention measures of asthma through the following structured activities including Asthma School, Asthma Children’s Camp, meetings of Parents' Association of Asthmatic Children, Asthmaphone and individual consultations.
3. RESEARCH
Since 2004. CHS has been registered as a research institution by the Croatian Ministry of Science and several hospital clinicians are engaged in basic and clinical research activities as an effort of the hospital leadership toward initiation of strong allergies and asthma related basic research within CHS. Currently, CHS has four research projects in the field of asthma and allergies funded by the Croatian Coordination and support action of Ministry of Science, Education and Sports. 
4. OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of the CHS in forthcoming years are:

-creating guidelines for structured framework of strategy in management of allergic conditions in children in Croatia,

-expanding the impact as the centre of clinical excellency in Croatia and region, 
-establishment of strong translational research approach in the fields of allergies and asthma in children,
-building the experience and growing within European professional associations (GA2LEN, EAACI) with the ultimate goal of becoming active player significantly contributing the European scientific and knowledge network in the field of asthma and allergies.
5. PLANS
The accomplishment of objectives are planned through the recruitment and continuous education of hospital staff (physicians and scientists) within European outstanding expert teams (in hosting hospitals and institutes), collaboration projects with the institutions in the region and in EU countries, establishing of the fully equipped and functional Translational Medicine Department in CHS, applying for new substantive scientific projects in Croatia as coordinators and collaborative EU projects as partners.
CONTACT
Dr.sc.Mirjana Turkalj, MD, turkalj@bolnica-srebrnjak.hr
Marija Macesic, macesic@bolnica-srebrnjak.hr
Barbara Stanic, bstanic@bolnica-srebrnjak.hr
