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	Date:
	2009 09 17

	Deadline:
	2009 11 19

	Call identifier:
	HEALTH.2010.1.2-1
HEALTH.2010.1.2-2
HEALTH.2010.2.4.1-6
HEALTH.2010.2.4.1-8


	Topic title (from the Work Programme):
	Tools for the identification and the detection of biomarkers in clinical samples and patients.
Stratification approaches and methodologies to select from a wide range of biomarkers relevant candidates for clinical validation.
Translational research on cancers with poor prognosis.
Predicting individual response and resistance to cancer therapy



	EXPERTISE OFFERED

	Keywords specifying the field of expertise:
	1. Immunophenotypes of cancer stem cells  in vitro

2. Response of cancer stem cells to chemo- and radiotherapy in vitro

3. Expression of genes of cancer stem cells

4. Cytokine-based antitumor immunotherapy 

5. Predictive biomarkers of immune system

6. Individual response to antitumor immunotherapy

7. Immunogenic tumors (renocellular carcinoma, malignant melanoma).


	Expertise of the research group:
	The Institute of Oncology Vilnius University proceeds with the work of other institutions of oncological science. The mission of the Institue is to perform fundamental and applied scientific oncological research, train scientists and specialists of oncology together with Vilnius University, provide personal health care services for oncological patients. 

Laboratory of Immunology is a part of Scientific Research Center of IOVU.  The scientific work area of this laboratory is search for immunological biomarkers and studies of immune system in cancer patients.

The group is multidisciplinary, combining expertise on clinical immunology, antitumor immunotherapy, cancer biology. Two of our current topics are the research of  cancer stem cells in vitro and predictive immune system biomarkers enabling to select cancer patients suitable for antitumor immunotherapy. Our research is based on evaluating various immunophenotypes of cancer stem cells subsets in cancer cells linesimmunosuppressive, cytotoxic and immunomodulating CD8+CD57+ T cell subsets in patients affected with advanced renal cell carcinoma or metastatic malignant melanoma. Our main aims are to investigate mechanisms of response to chemotherapy and radiotherapy and estimate expression of genes in different cancer stem cells immunophenotypes before and after treatment; create a method (determine immune system parameters, status) which would enable clinicists to select patients suitable for cytokine-based (INFα, IL-2) antitumor immunotherapy and dismiss those, to whom immunotherapy would be ineffective or even harmful.


	International projects and partnerships:
(last 5 years - Title of project, source of funds, duration) 
Please, indicate if you were/are coordinator, partner or subcontractor
	     


	CONTACT INFORMATION

	Type of organization: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research institute  FORMCHECKBOX 
 University

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SME*  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Industry  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other 

	Organization Name:
	The Institute of Oncology Vilnius University
	Department:
	Scientific Research Center, Laboratory of Immunology  

	Contact person:
	Dr. Vita Pasukoniene
	Telephone:
	+370 5 2 19 09 31

	Address: 


	Institute of Oncology, Vilnius University Scientific Research Center

Baublio g. 3b

LT-08660 

Vilnius

Lithuania

	Fax:
	+370 5 2 72 01 64

	Web site:
	http://www.vuoi.lt/index.php?-1948308073
	E-mail:
	vita.pasukoniene@vuoi.lt


