EU Framework Programme 7

Participating in the Health Theme:  Frequently Asked Questions

This document aims to provide a brief introduction to some of the key issues involved in participating in the FP7 Health Theme.  The information provided here should be used in conjunction with the EU documentation for the Health call for proposals, links to which are provided below.  General FAQ regarding FP7 can be viewed here: 
If you would like further clarification on any of the points below, please contact one of the UK’s Health NCPs:

Dr Jane Watkins
FP7UK
health@fp7uk.co.uk
0870 191 0111

Mrs Jill Jones

Medical Research Council

jill.jones@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
020 7670 5274

Getting started
How can I find out about current Health  call topics
I am not sure if my topic fits into the call as advertised in the Health Work Programme.  How can I obtain further advice?
I would like to discuss my application further with the European Commission.  Who should I contact?
Eligibility
What is the minimum number of participants for the Collaborative Project funding scheme?
What is the minimum number of partners for the Coordination and Support Action funding scheme?
What is an Associated Country?
Can I include partners from outside the EU and its Associated Countries?
Does my organisation qualify as an SME for FP7?
Completing the application form
What font should I use for Part B of the application form?
Do I need to pre-register on the EPSS?
How can I get further information about the EPSS?
Building your consortium
Can you help me to find partners for my Health proposal?
Ethics in FP7
What information about ethics should I provide in my proposal?
FP7 Finances
What is the budget for the Health Theme in FP7?
Do I have to include all of the costs of the project in my proposal, including staff who will not be funded by the Commission?
Are there budget limitations?
Do the budget limitations apply to the total project, or just the costs requested from the EU?
In FP6 there was a restriction that only 7% of the total project costs would be paid as management costs.  Does this still apply in FP7?
What reimbursement rates can I apply for?
Who qualifies for the 75% research and technological development activities reimbursement rate?
What rate can I claim for indirect costs?
Can any organisation opt for the 20% flat rate for indirect costs?
Inputting into the FP7 Health Theme.
How can I contribute to discussions on future call topics?


Getting started

How can I find out about current Health call topics
The FP7 Health Theme is implemented through an annual Work Programme.  The Work Programme sets out a series of call topics.  To be eligible to apply you will need to ensure that your project proposal addresses all aspects of the relevant call topic, and will deliver the Commission’s objectives, as stated in the Work Programme  

The Work Programme for the next Health calls is currently being finalised by the European Commission and is not yet available.  However, the Health NCPs do have access to provisional drafts and would be happy to discuss these with potential applicants.  

The final version of the workprogramme will be published on CORDIS when the Health call opens on the 30 July 2009. 

I am not sure if my topic fits into the call as advertised in the Health Work Programme.  How can I obtain further advice?

The Health NCPs will be happy to discuss the scope of the calls in more detail, and will seek clarification from the European Commission’s Health Research Directorate for you if necessary.

I would like to discuss my application further with the European Commission.  Who should I contact?  
The Health NCPs will be pleased to identify the correct Scientific Officer for your proposal. 
Eligibility

What is the minimum number of participants for the Collaborative Project funding scheme?

At least three different legal entities from at least three  different Member States or Associated Countries must be listed as participants.  You are likely to want to include more, particularly for a Collaborative Project (large-scale integrating project).  There is no maximum number of participants and there is no ‘right size’ for a consortium. The numbers vary considerably according to the type of project being undertaken.  Large-scale integrating projects tend to have between 10 and 25 partners; small to medium scale focused research projects tend to have between 5 and 15.
As long as you have the minimum number of partners, then there is no problem in having more than one partner within the same country.  However, it is advisable to ensure that there is a well-balanced spread of the budget between the participating countries.

If the Work Programme indicates that your topic is a SICA (Specific International Cooperation Action), then you need to include two different legal entities from two different Member States or Associated Countries and then two different legal entities from two different International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC).  Please see Annex 1 of the Work Programme (Work Programme – General Annexes) for full information about these eligibility criteria.
What is the minimum number of partners for the Coordination and Support Action funding scheme?

The CSA funding scheme has two sub-categories.  If your proposal lies within the CSA – Coordination Action, then the eligibility requirements are the same as for a Collaborative Project.  If your proposal is a CSA – Supporting Action then you need only one independent legal entity.
What is an Associated Country?

An Associated Country is a Country that is not part of the EU27 Member States but which is affiliated with FP7 and can participate in the Health Theme on equal terms as a Member State, including receiving funding.  
View the Associated countries here:

Can I include partners from outside the EU and its Associated Countries?

Yes, you can as long as the minimum consortium size has been fulfilled. Partners from countries outside of the EU, who are not Associated Countries and who are not on the International Cooperation Partner Countries list (see Annex 1 of the Work Programme), can receive funding from FP7.  However, it will be important to clarify why the particular partners are essential to the success of the project.  Partners from non-EU countries may also want to investigate whether their own country operates a scheme to reimburse FP7

participation. 

You can also view the list of ICPC countries: here:
Does my organisation qualify as an SME for FP7? 

There is an online tool that you can use to check whether you qualify as an SME according to the Commission’s rules.  You can also refer to the ECs SME User Guide
Completing the application form

If one of the topics in the Work Programme is relevant to your research idea, then check the final sentence of the call text for your topic.  This will indicate which ‘Funding Scheme’ you should use (eg. Collaborative Project, Coordination and Support Action).  
Download the relevant Guide for Applicants from the call information pack on the  CORDIS website.  This will provide you with the information you need to prepare a proposal.  

If you have questions about the content of the Work Programme or the Guide for Applicants, or difficulty accessing them then please contact the Health NCPs.

What font should I use for Part B of the application form?
Ariel is recommended and it must not be smaller than 11 point.  This information can be found in the Guide for Applicants for Health proposals.
Do I need to pre-register on the EPSS?

No, but it is recommended that the Co-ordinator register the project on the EPSS system well in advance of the deadline. If details of additional partners are to be added, or a further draft of the proposal uploaded, then this is achieved via EPSS. Only the co-ordinator can register, upload and submit the proposal. 

An uploaded proposal is not a submitted proposal. It is recommended that the Co-ordinator go through the full submission process each time a new draft of the proposal is uploaded. Proposals can be submitted as many times as required, up until the call deadline. 

Submit early and submit often!
How can I get further information about the EPSS?

The EPSS User Manual is available on the Preparation and Submission of Proposals page on CORDIS here: 

Information about EPSS is also to be found in the Guides for Applicants

There is also an EPSS helpline available at support@epss-fp7.org or by phone +32-2-233 3760.  
Building your consortium

Can you help me to find partners for my Health proposal?

Our advice would be to make use of your own and your organisation’s existing networks.  You may also wish to attend one of the Commission’s networking events which are advertised on the CORDIS website.

Events may also be organised by the the SMEs go Health project. 
SMEs go Health, funded via a Framework Programme 6 project, is available specifically for Health theme participants www.smesgohealth.org
The project enables applicants to search on a topic or keyword basis for partners registered on a publically accessible database.  Organisations can advertise their own expertise by completing an on-line profile form or by requesting one from
jane.watkins@betatechnology.co.uk
When your profile is published, an automated matching facility will provide you with profiles of other organisations interested in the same topic(s) as you.
FP7 training and networking events are organised by the project and advertised on the project website.

The European Commission also operates a facility for partner searching.
Is it important to have a balance of participant types in the consortia?
One of the evaluation criteria is complementarity of the consortium, and this is intended to address whether the consortium has sufficiently diverse expertise to address the multidisciplinary nature of the call topics.  If relevant to the call topic, then ensuring there is a mix of academic and industrial participants in the consortia would be advisable.  A key objective for the Commission in FP7 is to build up the involvement of SMEs, establish partnerships between SMEs and academic participants.  If it possible to include these kinds of partnerships in your project it would be beneficial.  An important caveat would be thought that all project partners must have a clear defined role in the project.

In the 2nd health call 77% of successful projects included an SME partner.
Ethics in FP7
What information about ethics should I provide in my proposal?
The Commission has a dedicated web-page for ethics.  
It is important for you to make clear at the proposal stage how you have considered ethical implications of your project.  The Commission will not be contacting applicants for further information before the ethical review takes place.   

It is particularly important to address the following issues within your proposal:

· Interventions on humans 

· Informed consent

· Privacy and data-protection

· Research on human embryos/foetuses

· Research on animals

· Research in developing countries

· Dual use of research results.

In these instances you must include discussion on the thinking behind your decision-making; why you have chosen the methods in your proposal and what alternatives were considered before selecting your chosen methodology.

You must provide draft copies of the information sheets that you would give to patients participating in your project and also draft copies of the consent forms.
FP7 Finances

What is the budget for the Health Theme in FP7?

The EU Member States have earmarked a total of € 6.1 billion for funding health over the duration of FP7.   
Do I have to include all of the costs of the project in my proposal, including staff who will not be funded by the Commission?  

Your proposal should indicate the resourcing costs of the entire project.  You will also be asked to specify how much of these costs you are requesting from the EU.  
Are there budget limitations?

Yes.  Each call topic has a budget limit included in its text

In the Health Theme, a small to medium-scale focused research project usually must not request more than €3 million from the EU.  Some small to medium-scale focused research projects may have a higher funding ceiling of €6 million.  I A large-scale integrating project must request between €6 and 12 million from the EU.  It is advisable to check the Work Programme or contact the Health NCPs for clarification.    
If your project is outside these limits it will be deemed ineligible by the European Commission and will not be evaluated

Do the budget limitations apply to the total project, or just the costs requested from the EU?

The budget limitations apply to the EU contribution only.  
In FP6 there was a restriction that only 7% of the total project costs would be paid as management costs.  Does this still apply in FP7?

No.  However, bear in mind that management costs should be kept within reasonable limits.  The Evaluators will comment if they consider the management costs too high thus use the previous 7% limit as a guideline when working out management costs. 
What reimbursement rates can I apply for?

Annex 3 of the Work Programme and the Rules for Participation give full information about the maximum reimbursement rates.  The Rules for Participation are available on the CORDIS documents webpage:  http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/find-doc_en.html  (see Article 33)
Who qualifies for the 75% research and technological development activities reimbursement rate?

Non-profit public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments, research organisations and Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs).

What rate can I claim for indirect costs?

You will need to decide at an organisational level, and in consultation with your auditors, what method of calculating indirect costs your legal entity should use.  For full information, see the Guide to Financial Issues.  In brief, the options will be:

· Real Indirect Costs, where you need an analytical accounting system that can attribute real costs to the project.  

· Flat rate of 60%, available for Non-profit public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments, research organisations and Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs).
· Flat rate of 20%, available to all participants

Can any organisation opt for the 20% flat rate for indirect costs?

Yes.  Any organisation can opt for this rate if preferred.  

Inputting into the FP7 Health Theme.
How can I contribute to discussions on future call topics?

The Medical Research Council leads the UK delegation on the FP7 Health Programme Management Committee.  Both Health NCPs are happy to receive your ideas for future calls.  Please contact Jill Jones of the MRC directly, or Jane Watkins of FP7UK.  

Jill Jones, MRC jill.jones@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk; 020 7670 5274.  
Jane Watkins, FP7UK, health@fp7ukc.o.uk 0870 191 0111

FAQs source: Health NCPs June 2009
